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GALATIANS 
CHAPTER 5

WHAT
IF…

Most Everyone Wears A Particular Lenses 
Upon Which We View EVERYTHING
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CHURCH

TEST
everything

From the Book of Matthew 
forward I want to challenge 
what you THINK you know 

& exactly what kind of 
believers it was written for.
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Jesus after Baptism
The 120 in the upper room

Phillip in Samaria
Cornelius

Paul on the road to Ephesus

…There is MORE than 
what I am currently 

experiencing?

Keep In Step With the Spirit
Living By The Spirit’s Power

The Spirit vs The Flesh
Walking in the Spirit
Walk by the Spirit 
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VERSE 1
It was for this freedom that Christ set us free 
[completely liberating us]; therefore keep standing firm 
and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery [which 
you once removed].

Snippets from1 Corinthians 10:21-33 (AMP)

21 You cannot drink [both] the Lord’s cup and the cup of demons. You cannot share 
in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons [thereby becoming partners with 
them].
23 All things are lawful [that is, morally legitimate, permissible], but not all things are 
beneficial or advantageous. All things are lawful, but not all things are constructive 
[to character] and edifying [to spiritual life].
24 Let no one seek [only] his own good, but [also] that of the other person.

Snippets from1 Corinthians 10:21-33 (AMP)

31 So then, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of [our 
great] God.
32 Do not offend Jews or Greeks or even the church of God [but live to honor Him];
33 just as I please everyone in all things [as much as possible adapting myself to the 

interests of others], not seeking my own benefit but that of the many, 
so that they [will be open to the message of salvation and] may 
be saved.
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VERSE 2
Notice, it is I, Paul, who tells you that if you receive 
circumcision [as a supposed requirement of salvation], 
Christ will be of no benefit to you [for you will lack the 
faith in Christ that is necessary for salvation].

VERSE 3-4
Once more I solemnly affirm to every man who receives circumcision 
[as a supposed requirement of salvation], that he is under 
obligation and required to keep the whole Law. 4 You have been 
severed from Christ, if you seek to be justified [that is, declared free 
of the guilt of sin and its penalty, and placed in right standing with 
God] through the Law; you have fallen from grace [for you have lost 
your grasp on God’s unmerited favor and blessing].

SEVERED
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HAVE FALLEN

GRACE

VERSE 5
For we [not relying on the Law but] through the 
[strength and power of the Holy] Spirit, by faith, are 
waiting [confidently] for the hope of righteousness [the 
completion of our salvation].
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THROUGH 
THE SPIRIT

After Christ's resurrection the Holy Spirit was imparted also to the apostles. 
Subsequently other followers of Christ are related to have received it through 
faith, or by the instrumentality of baptism and the laying on of hands, 
although its reception was in no wise connected with baptism by any magical 
bond. To its agency are referred all the blessings of the Christian religion, such 
as regeneration wrought in baptism all sanctification; hence, the power of 
suppressing evil desires and practicing holiness; fortitude to undergo with 
patience all persecutions, losses, trials, for Christ's sake; the knowledge of 
evangelical truth; the sure and joyful hope of a future resurrection, and of 
eternal blessedness; for the Holy Spirit is the seal and pledge of citizenship in 
the kingdom of God, He is present to teach, guide, prompt, restrain, those 
Christians whose agency God employs in carrying out his counsels: He is the 
author of charisms or special gifts; men are said, to be led by the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit is said to dwell in the minds of Christians,

Paul himself… Philippians 3:4-9
though I myself might have [some grounds for] confidence in the flesh [if I were 
pursuing salvation by works]. If anyone else thinks that he has reason to be 
confident in the flesh [that is, in his own efforts to achieve salvation], I have far 
more: 5 circumcised when I was eight days old, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews [an exemplary Hebrew]; as to the [observance of 
the] Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to my zeal [for Jewish tradition], a persecutor of the 
church; and as to righteousness [supposed right living] which [my fellow Jews 
believe] is in the Law, I proved myself blameless.
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Continued…
7 But whatever former things were gains to me [as I thought then], these things [once regarded 
as advancements in merit] I have come to consider as loss [absolutely worthless] for the sake 
of Christ [and the purpose which He has given my life]. 8 But more than that, I count everything 
as loss compared to the priceless privilege and supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord [and of growing more deeply and thoroughly acquainted with Him—a joy unequaled]. 
For His sake I have lost everything, and I consider it all garbage, so that I may gain 
Christ, 9 and may be found in Him [believing and relying on Him], not having any righteousness 
of my own derived from [my obedience to] the Law and its rituals, but [possessing] that 
[genuine righteousness] which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes 
from God on the basis of faith.

VERSE 6
For [if we are] in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything, but only faith 
activated and expressed and working through love.

WORKING
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LOVE

VERSE 7
You were running [the race] well; who has 
interfered and prevented you from obeying the 
truth?

CUT OFF
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VERSE 8
This [deceptive] persuasion is not from Him who called 
you [to freedom in Christ].

1 THESSALONIANS 5:21
But test all things carefully [so you can recognize what is 
good].  Hold firmly to that which is good.

VERSE 9
A little leaven [a slight inclination to error, or a few false 
teachers] leavens the whole batch [it perverts the 
concept of faith and misleads the church].
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LEAVEN

VERSE 10
I have confidence in you in the Lord that you will 
adopt no other view [contrary to mine on the 
matter]; but the one who is disturbing you, 
whoever he is, will have to bear the penalty.

CONFIDENCE
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DISTURBING YOU

VERSE 11
But as for me, brothers, if I am still preaching 
circumcision [as I had done before I met Christ; and 
as some accuse me of doing now, as necessary for 
salvation], why am I still being persecuted [by Jews]? 
In that case the stumbling block of the cross [to 
unbelieving Jews] has been abolished.

VERSE 12
I wish that those who are troubling you [by 
teaching that circumcision is necessary for 
salvation] would even [go all the way and] 
castrate themselves!
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VERSE 13
For you, my brothers, were called to freedom; only do 
not let your freedom become an opportunity for 
the sinful nature (worldliness, selfishness), but 
through love serve and seek the best for one another.

ROMANS 6 Believers Are Dead to Sin, Alive to God
6 What shall we say [to all this]? Should we continue in sin and practice sin as a habit so that [God’s gift 
of] grace may increase and overflow? 2 Certainly not! How can we, the very ones who died to sin, continue 
to live in it any longer? 3 Or are you ignorant of the fact that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 We have therefore been buried with Him through baptism into death, 
so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory and power of the Father, we too might 
walk habitually in newness of life [abandoning our old ways]. 5 For if we have become one with Him 
[permanently united] in the likeness of His death, we will also certainly be [one with Him and share fully] in 
the likeness of His resurrection. 6 We know that our old self [our human nature without the Holy Spirit] was 
nailed to the cross with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no 
longer be slaves to sin. 7 For the person who has died [with Christ] has been freed from [the power of] sin.

8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live [together] with Him, 9 because we know 
[the self-evident truth] that Christ, having been raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 
has power over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin [ending its power and paying the sinner’s 
debt] once and for all; and the life that He lives, He lives to [glorify] God [in unbroken fellowship with 
Him]. 11 Even so, consider yourselves to be dead to sin [and your relationship to it broken], but alive to God 
[in unbroken fellowship with Him] in Christ Jesus.
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts and passions. 13 Do not go on 
offering members of your body to sin as instruments of wickedness. But offer yourselves to God [in a 
decisive act] as those alive [raised] from the dead [to a new life], and your members [all of your abilities—
sanctified, set apart] as instruments of righteousness [yielded] to God. 14 For sin will no longer be a master 
over you, since you are not under Law [as slaves], but under [unmerited] grace [as recipients of God’s favor 
and mercy].

37

38

39



11/26/2020

14

15 What then [are we to conclude]? Shall we sin because we are not under Law, but under 
[God’s] grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that when you continually offer yourselves to 
someone to do his will, you are the slaves of the one whom you obey, either [slaves] of sin, 
which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness (right standing with 
God)? 17 But thank God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient with all your 
heart to the standard of teaching in which you were instructed and to which you were 
committed. 18 And having been set free from sin, you have become the slaves of righteousness 
[of conformity to God’s will and purpose]. 19 I am speaking in [familiar] human terms because of 
your natural limitations [your spiritual immaturity]. For just as you presented your bodily 
members as slaves to impurity and to [moral] lawlessness, leading to further lawlessness, so 
now offer your members [your abilities, your talents] as slaves to righteousness, leading 
to sanctification [that is, being set apart for God’s purpose].

20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness [you had 
no desire to conform to God’s will]. 21 So what benefit did you get at that time from 
the things of which you are now ashamed? [None!] For the outcome of those things 
is death! 22 But now since you have been set free from sin and have become [willing] 
slaves to God, you have your benefit, resulting in sanctification [being made holy 
and set apart for God’s purpose], and the outcome [of this] is eternal life. 23 For the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God [that is, His remarkable, overwhelming 
gift of grace to believers] is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

VERSE 14
For the whole Law [concerning human relationships] is 
fulfilled in one precept, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

AS YOURSELF [that is, you shall have an unselfish 
concern for others and do things for their benefit].”
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YOU SHALL LOVE
to have a 
preference for, wish 
well to, regard the 
welfare of:

VERSE 15
But if you bite and devour one another [in 
bickering and strife], watch out that you [along with 
your entire fellowship] are not consumed by one 
another.

VERSE 16
But I say, walk habitually in the [Holy] Spirit [seek 
Him and be responsive to His guidance], and then you 
will certainly not carry out the desire of the sinful nature 
[which responds impulsively without regard for God and 
His precepts].
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EPHESIANS 2:1-3
And you [He made alive when you] were [spiritually] dead and separated from Him 
because of your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you once walked. You were 
following the ways of this world [influenced by this present age], in accordance with 
the prince of the power of the air (Satan), the spirit who is now at work in the 
disobedient [the unbelieving, who fight against the purposes of God]. 3 Among these 
[unbelievers] we all once lived in the passions of our flesh [our behavior governed 
by the sinful self], indulging the desires of human nature [without the Holy Spirit] 
and [the impulses] of the [sinful] mind. We were, by nature, children [under the 
sentence] of [God’s] wrath, just like the rest [of mankind].

VERSE 17
For the sinful nature has its desire which is opposed to the 
Spirit, and the [desire of the] Spirit opposes the sinful nature; 
for these [two, the sinful nature and the Spirit] are in direct 
opposition to each other [continually in conflict], so that you 
[as believers] do not [always] do whatever [good things] you 
want to do.

VERSE 18
But if you are guided and led by the Spirit, you 
are not subject to the Law.
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GUIDED AND LED BY

ROMANS 8:14

For all who are allowing themselves to be led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God.

VERSE 19-21
Now the practices of the sinful nature are clearly evident: they are sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality (total irresponsibility, lack of self-
control), 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
disputes, dissensions, factions [that promote heresies], 21 envy, 
drunkenness, riotous behavior, and other things like these. I warn you 
beforehand, just as I did previously, that those who practice such things 

will not inherit the kingdom of God.
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VERSE 22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit [the result of His presence 
within us] is love [unselfish concern for others], joy, 
[inner] peace, patience [not the ability to wait, but how 
we act while waiting], kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.

The FRUIT

love, joy, peace, patience kindness, 
goodness
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FAITHFULNESS

gentleness, self-control

VERSE 24
And those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the sinful nature together 
with its passions and appetites.
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CRUCIFIED

VERSE 25
If we [claim to] live by the [Holy] Spirit, we must also 
walk by the Spirit [with personal integrity, godly 
character, and moral courage—our conduct empowered 
by the Holy Spirit].

WALK
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VERSE 26
We must not become conceited, 
challenging or provoking one another, envying one 
another.
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