
James 1:1-11 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

Testing Your Faith 

1 [a]James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes who are [b]dispersed abroad: Greetings. 

2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various [c]trials,3 knowing that the 

testing of your faith produces [d]endurance. 4 And let [e]endurance have its perfect [f]result, 

so that you may be [g]perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously 

and [h]without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any 

doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the 

wind. 7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the 

Lord, 8 being a [i]double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

9 But the [j]brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; 10 and the rich 

man is to glory in his humiliation, because like [k]flowering grass he will pass away. 11 For the 

sun rises with [l]a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the 

beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits 

will fade away. 
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James 1:1-11 New International Version (NIV) 

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: 

Greetings. 

Trials and Temptations 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let 

perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and 

not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 

the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a 

person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the 

rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For 

the sun rises with scorching heatand withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is 

destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their 

business. 
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James 1:1-11 New Living Translation (NLT) 

Greetings from James 

1 This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I am writing to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish believers scattered abroad. 

Greetings! 

Faith and Endurance 

2 Dear brothers and sisters,[a] when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 

opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance 

has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you 

will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 

5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not 

rebuke you for asking. 6 But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do 

not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is 

blown and tossed by the wind. 7 Such people should not expect to receive anything 

from the Lord.8 Their loyalty is divided between God and the world, and they are 

unstable in everything they do. 

9 Believers who are[b] poor have something to boast about, for God has honored 

them. 10 And those who are rich should boast that God has humbled them. They will fade 

away like a little flower in the field. 11 The hot sun rises and the grass withers; the little 

flower droops and falls, and its beauty fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade 

away with all of their achievements. 
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James 1:1-11 English Standard Version (ESV) 

Greeting 

1 James, a servant[a] of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

Greetings. 

Testing of Your Faith 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers,[b] when you meet trials of various kinds,3 for you know 

that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.4 And let steadfastness have its full 

effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 

reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one 

who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that 

person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-

minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like 

a flower of the grass[c] he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat 

and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man 

fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 
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James 1:1-11 Amplified Bible (AMP) 

Testing Your Faith 

1 [a]James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve [Hebrew] tribes [scattered abroad among the Gentiles] in the dispersion: 

Greetings (rejoice)! 

2 Consider it nothing but joy, my [b]brothers and sisters, whenever you fall into various 

trials. 3 Be assured that the testing of your faith [through experience] produces 

endurance [leading to spiritual maturity, and inner peace]. 4 And let endurance have its 

perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you may be perfect and completely 

developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing. 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom [to guide him through a decision or circumstance], he is to 

ask of [our benevolent] God, who gives to everyone generously and without 

rebuke or blame, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask [for wisdom] in faith, without 

doubting [God’s willingness to help], for the one who doubts is like a billowing surge of 

the sea that is blown about and tossed by the wind. 7 For such a person ought not to 

think or expect that he will receive anything [at all] from the Lord, 8 being a double-

minded man, unstable and restless in all his ways [in everything he thinks, feels, or 

decides]. 

9 Let the brother in humble circumstances glory in his high position [as a born-again 

believer, called to the true riches and to be an heir of God]; 10 and the rich man is to 

glory in being humbled [by trials revealing human frailty, knowing true riches are found in 

the grace of God], for like the flower of the grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises 

with a scorching wind and withers the grass; its flower falls off and [c]its beauty fades 

away; so too will the rich man, in the midst of his pursuits, fade away. 
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