
James 4:13-17 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and 

spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” 14 [a]Yet you do not 

know [b]what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little 

while and then vanishes away. 15 [c]Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 

and also do this or that.” 16 But as it is, you boast in your [d]arrogance; all such boasting is 

evil. 17 Therefore, to one who knows the [e]right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is 

sin. 

 

James 4:13-17 New International Version (NIV) 

Boasting About Tomorrow 

13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a 

year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will 

happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and 

then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 

that.”16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.17 If anyone, 

then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 

 

James 4:13-17 New Living Translation (NLT) 

Warning about Self-Confidence 

13 Look here, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we are going to a certain town and will 

stay there a year. We will do business there and make a profit.” 14 How do you know 

what your life will be like tomorrow? Your life is like the morning fog—it’s here a little while, 

then it’s gone. 15 What you ought to say is, “If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do 

this or that.”16 Otherwise you are boasting about your own pretentious plans, and all 

such boasting is evil. 

17 Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it. 
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James 4:13-17 English Standard Version (ESV) 

Boasting About Tomorrow 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 

and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”—14 yet you do not know what 

tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time 

and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 

that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows 

the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

James 4:13-17 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
13 Come now [and pay attention to this], you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to 

such and such a city, and spend a year there and carry on our business and make a 

profit.” 14 [a]Yet you do not know [the least thing] [b]about what may happen in your life 

tomorrow. [What is secure in your life?] You are merely a vapor [like a puff of smoke or 

a wisp of steam from a cooking pot] that is visible for a little while and then vanishes 

[into thin air]. 15 Instead [c]you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and we will do this 

or that.” 16 But as it is, you boast [vainly] in your pretension and arrogance. All such 

boasting is evil. 17 So any person who knows what is right to do but does not do it, to him 

it is sin. 
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