
James 5:1-6 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

Misuse of Riches 

5 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon 

you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. 3 Your gold 

and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume 

your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your 

treasure! 4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been 

withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting 

has reached the ears of the Lord of [a]Sabaoth. 5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth 

and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have [b]fattened your hearts in a day of 

slaughter. 6 You have condemned and [c]put to death the righteous man; he does not 

resist you. 

James 5:1-6 New International Version (NIV) 

Warning to Rich Oppressors 

5 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on 

you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver 

are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You 

have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the 

workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters 

have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and 

self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.[a] 6 You have 

condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you. 
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James 5:1-6 New Living Translation (NLT) 

Warning to the Rich 

5 Look here, you rich people: Weep and groan with anguish because of all the terrible 

troubles ahead of you. 2 Your wealth is rotting away, and your fine clothes are moth-

eaten rags. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. The very wealth you were counting on 

will eat away your flesh like fire. This corroded treasure you have hoarded will testify 

against you on the day of judgment. 4 For listen! Hear the cries of the field workers whom 

you have cheated of their pay. The cries of those who harvest your fields have 

reached the ears of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

5 You have spent your years on earth in luxury, satisfying your every desire. You have 

fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and killed innocent 

people,[a] who do not resist you.[b] 

 

James 5:1-6 English Standard Version (ESV) 

Warning to the Rich 

5 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 2 Your 

riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.3 Your gold and silver have 

corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like 

fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who 

mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the 

cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on 

the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of 

slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not 

resist you. 
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James 5:1-6 Amplified Bible (AMP) 

Misuse of Riches 

5 Come [quickly] now, you rich [who lack true faith and hoard and misuse your 

resources], weep and howl over the miseries [the woes, the judgments] that are coming 

upon you. 2 Your wealth has rotted and is ruined and your [fine] clothes have become 

moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness 

against you and will consume your flesh like fire. You have stored up your treasure in the 

last days [when it will do you no good]. 4 Look! The wages that you have [fraudulently] 

withheld from the laborers who have mowed your fields are crying out [against you for 

vengeance]; and the cries of the harvesters have come to the ears of [a]the Lord of 

Sabaoth. 5 On the earth you have lived luxuriously and abandoned yourselves to soft 

living and led a life of wanton pleasure [self-indulgence, self-gratification]; you have 

fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and have put to 

death the righteous man; he offers you no resistance. 
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