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Date:    

CHURCH  
 

DID CHRIST DESIGN CHURCH TO BE LIKE 

A BUSINESS? 

Here Are The Elements of  a Business 

• Wants to make sure that their 

product/service, features & benefits are 

unique in comparison to the competition.   

• Has a clear target market & solves their 

problems 

• Has a plan on how to distribute & sell their 

product/service 

• Creates demand thus establishing customer 

relationships 

• Has clear cost both fixed & variable that are 

required to operate the business 

• Has specific & key activities that must be 

performed to succeed 

• Requires suppliers, specific commodities & 

other essential elements to run 

• Establishes strategic partnerships that are 

essential to its success 

• Has a clear revenue stream 
 

DID CHRIST INTEND FOR THE CHURCH 

TO BE A RELIGEOUS CLUB? 

What Defines A Club? 

• You have to join it 

• You generally pay a membership fee 

• You attend business meetings 

• You vote at the business meetings 
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• You adhere to their rules 

 

DID CHRIST CREATE DENOMINATIONS? OR 

ARE THEY FROM MAN? 

 

IF WE KNOW THAT IT’S NOT A 

DENOMINATION, A BUSINESS, OR A CLUB 

THEN WHAT IS IT? 

 

AS WE GO THROUGH THIS LESSON, ASK 

YOURSELF  

“IS CHURCH A BUILDING OR A BODY?” 

Amplified 138 results for Church 

It is referenced in 20 of the 27 Books of the New 

Testament 

ESV 113 times 

NLT 152 times 

NKJV 120 times 

NASB 112 times 

 

SO, WHERE DO WE START? 

 

MATTHEW 16:18 

And I say to you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build My church; and the gates of 

Hades (death) will not overpower it [by preventing 

the resurrection of the Christ]. 

 

1577. ekklésia 

properly, people called out from the world 

and to God, the outcome being 

the Church (the mystical body of Christ) – i.e. the 

universal (total) body of believers whom God 

calls out from the world and into His eternal 

kingdom. 
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MATTHEW 18:17 

If he pays no attention to them [refusing to listen 

and obey], tell it to the church; and if he refuses 

to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 

Gentile (unbeliever) and a tax collector. 

 

1577. Ekklésia | Thayer's Greek Lexicon 

properly, a gathering of citizens called out 

from their homes into some public place; an 

assembly the church in one's house, i. e. the 

company of Christians belonging to a person's 

family; others less aptly understand the phrase of 

the Christians accustomed to meet for worship in 

the house of someone (for as appears from 1 

Corinthians 14:23, the whole Corinthian church 

was accustomed to assemble in one and the 

same place 

 

SO, LET’S TAKE A VISUAL LOOK AT CHRISTS’ 

VISION FOR THE CHURCH 

 

The Global Church 

 
Think of a Grid 

 
 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/14-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/14-23.htm
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CHRIST SAID… 

For where two or three are gathered in My name 

[meeting together as My followers], I am there 

among them.” 

MATTHEW 18:20 

 

LEVEL 1 CHURCH STARTS WITH YOU Focusing 

On Fellowship 

 
 

IN MY HANDBOOK FOR TRANSPARENT 

FELLOWSHIP I PUT IT THIS WAY… 

“Any time were two or more believers are 

gathered together the Word says that Jesus is 

there! Any place literally means any place: a 

coffee shop, your home, a restaurant, at the gym, 

at work, at lunch.  It is time to think outside of the 

box and realize that “church” is not a building, 

time, staff, programs or budgets.  It can be 5 

minutes at the coffee machine or 5 days on 

missions.  The idea of church begins in your home, 

between you and your family, it’s the people you 

encounter in everyday life.  It’s the people you 

work with, play with, talk to and engage.  It should 

become a conversation between you and & the 

Holy Spirit.  What if you woke up every single day 

& said, “Where’s church today Lord?”  
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LEVEL 2 CHURCH | YOU WITH OTHERS IN 

CLOSE PROXIMITY A Transparent Fellowship | 

Max 12-15 Adults 

 

LEVEL 3 CHURCH | YOU & YOUR 

FELLOWSHIP GETTING TOGETHER WITH 

OTHER FELLOWSHIPS | Faith Forward 

Fellowship | Max 200 adults 

 
 

LEVEL 4 CHURCH | Fellowship Festival 

 
ALL THOSE FELLOWSHIPS BOUND TOGETHER 

CREATE THE GLOBAL CHURCH 
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HOW DOES THE LIFE & BEHAVIOR OF 

BELIEVERS IN THE 4 LEVELS OF LOCAL 

CHURCH IMPACT THE GLOBAL CHURCH? 

 

 
 

HOW WAS GOD’S CHURCH BUILT? 

WHAT IS THE FOUNDATION OF THE GLOBAL 

CHURCH? 

 

GREAT COMMANDMENT (S) 
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 

the Law?” 37 And Jesus replied to him, “‘You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 

commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself [that is, unselfishly 

seek the best or higher good for others].’ 40 The 

whole Law and the [writings of the] Prophets 

depend on these two commandments.” 

MATTHEW 22 

+ 
The GREAT COMMISSION 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations [help the people to learn of Me, believe 

in Me, and obey My words], baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 

everything that I have commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always [remaining with you 
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perpetually—regardless of circumstance, and on 

every occasion], even to the end of the age.”  

MATTHEW 28 

= 
 

IT STARTS WITH YOU 

LEARNING TO LOVE GOD 

LEARNING TO LOVE OTHERS 

& LEARNING HOW TO MAKE DISCIPLES 

 
 

IT IS IN THEB Transparent Fellowship  

THAT YOU START TO LEARN HOW TO LOVE 

GOD, LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR & TO MAKE 

DISCIPLES 

 

HEBREWS 10:24-25 
24 and let us consider [thoughtfully] how we may 

encourage one another to love and to do good 

deeds, not forsaking our meeting together [as 

believers for worship and instruction], as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another; and 

all the more [faithfully] as you see the day [of 

Christ’s return] approaching. 

 

 



8 | P a g e  
 

 

SO, WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE 

CHURCH THAT WAS DOCUMENTED IN THE 

NEW TESTAMENT? 

 

WE KNOW THAT THEY…. 
SAVED BY CHRIST’S BLOOD  

[Acts 20:28] 

USUALLY MET IN HOMES  

[Romans 16:5, Colossians 4:15, Philemon 2] 

HELD WORSHIP SERVICES  

[Acts 20:7-11, 1 Corinthians 14:26-28, Hebrews 

10:25] 

SHARED IN BAPTISM & BREAKING BREAD  

[Acts 2:42, Acts 20:7, 1 Cor 11:23-33] 

 

THEY… 
EXPERIENCED UNITY INTO ONE BODY  

[Romans 12:5, Ephesians 4:13] 

EXPERIENCED UNITY AS ONE FLOCK WITH 

ONE SHEPHERD  

[John 10:16] 

ENJOYED FELLOWSHIP  

[Acts 2:42, 1 John 1:3-7] 

HELPED EACH OTHER  

[Acts 2:42, 2 Cor 8:1-15 

 

THEY… 
EVANGELIZED OTHERS  

[Romans 1:8, 1 Thess 1:8-10] 

GREW IN NUMBERS 

 [Acts 4:4, Acts 5:14, Acts 16:5] 

WERE ORGANIZED  

[Acts 14:23, Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 3:1-13, Titus 

1:5-9] 

& THEY HAD PROBLEMS  
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[1 Cor 1:11-12, 1 Cor 11:17-22, Galatians 3:1-5] 

 

AND THE TOUGH STUFF WAS THAT 

THEY… 
HAD TO EXERCISE DISCIPLINE  

[Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Cor 5:1-5, 2 Thess 3:11-15, 

Titus 3:10-11] 

EXPERIENCED PERSECUTION 

[Acts 8:1-3, Acts 17:5-9, 1 Thess 2:14-15] 

 

HOW DO YOU “BE” THE CHURCH? 

HOW DO YOU LIVE THIS LIFE OUT? 

 

IT COMES DOWN TO BIBLICALLY 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT FELLOWSHIP IS & 

WHAT TRUE GROWTH IS & THEN WANTING IT 

 

2842. Koinónia [FELLOWSHIP] 

spiritual fellowship, a fellowship in the spirit 

contact, fellowship, intimacy:  

used of the intimate bond of fellowship which 

unites Christians: absolutely 

of the fellowship of Christians with God and Christ, 

consists in the fact that Christians are partakers in 

common of the same mind as God and Christ, 

and of the blessings arising therefrom 

 

IT’S ABOUT FIRST HAVING FELLOWSHIP WITH 

GOD THE HOLY & VICTORIOUS TRINITY 

 

With the Father & with His Son 
1 John 1:3 

what we have seen and heard we also proclaim 

to you, so that you too may have fellowship [as 

partners] with us. And indeed our fellowship 
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[which is a distinguishing mark of born-again 

believers] is with the Father, and with His Son 

Jesus Christ. 

 

It’s About Remaining in Christ 
John 15:3-4 

You are already clean because of the word 

which I have given you [the teachings which I 

have discussed with you]. 4 Remain in Me, and 

I [will remain] in you. Just as no branch can bear 

fruit by itself without remaining in the vine, neither 

can you [bear fruit, producing evidence of your 

faith] unless you remain in Me. 

 

Being Called to Fellowship with Jesus 
1 Corinthians 1:9 

God is faithful [He is reliable, trustworthy and ever 

true to His promise—He can be depended on], 

and through Him you were called into 

fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

He said I will send… 
John 16:7  

But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that 

I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper 

(Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—Counselor, 

Strengthener, Standby) will not come to you; but if 

I go, I will send Him (the Holy Spirit) to you [to 

be in close fellowship with you].  

 

That the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with all 
2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
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If indeed there is fellowship in the 

Spirit 
Philippians 2:1 

Therefore if there is any 

encouragement and comfort in Christ [as there 

certainly is in abundance], if there is any 

consolation of love, if there is any fellowship 

[that we share] in the Spirit, if [there is] any 

[great depth of] affection and compassion, 

 

BECAUSE WHEN WE DO… 
but if we [really] walk in the Light [that is, live each 

and every day in conformity with the precepts of 

God], as He Himself is in the Light, we have [true, 

unbroken] fellowship with one another [He with 

us, and we with Him], and the blood of Jesus His 

Son cleanses us from all sin [by erasing the stain of 

sin, keeping us cleansed from sin in all its forms and 

manifestations].  1 John 1:7 

 

IT’S ABOUT CHRIST AMONG US 
Matthew 18:20 
 For where two or three are gathered in My 

name [meeting together as My followers], I am 

there among them.” 

 

IT’S ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD 
Acts 2:42a 

They were continually and faithfully devoting 

themselves to the instruction…  
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AND WHEN WE ARE IN TRUE FELLOWSHIP IT 

WILL BE EXPRESSED IN OUR ACTIONS BY 

LIVING OUT WHAT WE HAVE BEEN 

COMMANDED TO DO THROUGHOUT 

SCRIPTURE 

 

Be devoted to one another  

Romans 12:10 

Live in harmony with one another 

Romans 12:16 

Accept one another 

Romans 15:7  

Instruct one another 

Romans 15:14 

Use our gifts for one another 

1 Corinthians 12:7, 1 Peter 4:10 

Share with one another 

2 Corinthians 8:7, 13-15 

Greet one another  

2 Corinthians 13:12 

Serve one another in love 

Galatians 5:13 

Carry one another’s burdens 

Galatians 6:2 

Be kind to one another 

Ephesians 4:32, 1 Thessalonians 5:15 

Forgive one another 

Ephesians 4:32 

Look to the interest of others 

Philippians 2:3-4 

Bear with one another 

Colossians 3:13 

Love one another 

Colossians 3:14, 1 John 4:11-12 

Admonish one another 

Colossians 3:16 
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Encourage one another 

1 Thessalonians 5:11, Hebrews 10:25  

Build up one another 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Live in peace with one another 

1 Thessalonians 5:13 

Spur one another to good works 

Hebrews 10:24 

Confess our sins to each other 

James 5:16 

Pray for one another 

James 5:16 

Be hospitable to one another 

1 Peter 4:9 

 

IF THIS IS ABOUT BEING THE CHURCH…. 

THEN THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION WE 

SHOULD BE ASKING IS THIS… 

HOW DO YOU DEVELOP SUCH A 

FELLOWSHIP? 

 

BY DESIRING IT 

 

PSALM 63:1 

O God, You are my God; with deepest longing I 

will seek You; My soul [my life, my very self] thirsts for 

You, my flesh longs and sighs for You, In a dry and 

weary land where there is no water. 

 

BY TRULY BELIEVING IN JESUS 

 

1 JOHN 1:2-3 

and the Life [an aspect of His being] was 

manifested, and we have seen [it as eyewitnesses] 

and testify and declare to you [the Life], the 

eternal Life who was [already existing] with the 

Father and was [actually] made visible to us [His 
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followers]— 3 what we have seen and heard we 

also proclaim to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship [as partners] with us. And indeed our 

fellowship [which is a distinguishing mark of born-

again believers] is with the Father, and with His 

Son Jesus Christ. 

 

BY MEDITATING ON GOD’S WORD 

 

PSALM 1:2 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And on His 

law [His precepts and teachings] he [habitually] 

meditates day and night. 

 

PSALM 119:10-15 

With all my heart I have sought You, [inquiring of 

You and longing for You]; 

Do not let me wander from Your commandments 

[neither through ignorance nor by willful 

disobedience]. 11 Your word I have 

treasured and stored in my heart, That I may not 

sin against You. 12  Blessed and reverently praised 

are You, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. 13 With 

my lips I have told of All the ordinances of Your 

mouth. 14  I have rejoiced in the way of Your 

testimonies, As much as in all riches. 15 I will 

meditate on Your precepts And [thoughtfully] 

regard Your ways [the path of life established by 

Your precepts]. 

 

2 PETER 1:3-4 

For His divine power has bestowed on us 

[absolutely] everything necessary for [a dynamic 

spiritual] life and godliness, 

through true and personal knowledge of Him who 

called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For 

by these He has bestowed on us His precious and 
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magnificent promises [of inexpressible value], so 

that by them you may escape from the immoral 

freedom that is in the world because of 

disreputable desire, and become sharers of the 

divine nature. 

 

BY PRAYING TO GOD 

 

MARK 1:35 

Early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got 

up, left [the house], and went out to a secluded 

place, and was praying there. 

 

LUKE 5:16 
 But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the 

wilderness and pray [in seclusion]. 

 

BY THINKING RIGHT THOUGHTS 

 

PHILIPPIANS 4:8-9 

Finally, believers, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable and worthy of respect, whatever is 

right and confirmed by God’s word, whatever is 

pure and wholesome, whatever is 

lovely and brings peace, whatever is 

admirable and of good repute; if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, 

think continually on these things [center your mind 

on them, and implant them in your heart]. 9 The 

things which you have learned and received and 

heard and seen in me, practice these things [in 

daily life], and the God [who is the source] of 

peace and well-being will be with you. 

 

BY LIVING A HOLY LIFE 
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PSALM 15:1-5 

O Lord, who may lodge [as a guest] in Your tent? 

Who may dwell [continually] on Your holy hill? 
2 He who walks with integrity and strength of 

character, and works righteousness, 

And speaks and holds truth in his heart. 
3 He does not slander with his tongue, 

Nor does evil to his neighbor, 

Nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 
4 In his eyes an evil person is despised, 

But he honors those who fear the Lord [and 

obediently worship Him with awe-inspired 

reverence and submissive wonder]. 

He keeps his word even to his own disadvantage 

and does not change it [for his own benefit]; 
5 He does not put out his money at interest [to a 

fellow Israelite], 

And does not take a bribe against the innocent. 

He who does these things will never be shaken. 

 

2 CORINTHIANS 6:14-18 
14 Do not be unequally bound together with 

unbelievers [do not make mismatched alliances 

with them, inconsistent with your faith]. For what 

partnership can righteousness have with 

lawlessness? Or what fellowship can light have with 

darkness? 15 What harmony can there be 

between Christ and Belial (Satan)? Or what does 

a believer have in common with an 

unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between 

the temple of God and idols? For we are the 

temple of the living God; just as God said: 

“I will dwell among them and walk among them; 

And I will be their God, and they shall be My 

people. 
17 “So come out from among unbelievers and be 

separate,” says the Lord, 



17 | P a g e  
 

“And do not touch what is unclean; 

And I will graciously receive you and welcome you 

[with favor], 
18 And I will be a Father to you, 

And you will be My sons and daughters,” 

Says the Lord Almighty. 

 

BY PARTICIPATING IN THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 10:16 

Is the cup of blessing which we bless [at the Lord’s 

Supper] not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 

[Indeed it is.] Is the bread which we break not a 

sharing in the body of Christ? [Indeed it is.] 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 

For I received from the Lord Himself that 

[instruction] which I passed on to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night in which He was betrayed 

took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and said, “This is (represents) My body, 

which is [offered as a sacrifice] for you. Do this 

in [affectionate] remembrance of Me.” 25 In the 

same way, after supper He took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant [ratified and 

established] in My blood; do this, as often as you 

drink it, in [affectionate] remembrance of 

Me.” 26 For every time you eat this bread and drink 

this cup, you are [symbolically] proclaiming [the 

fact of] the Lord’s death until He comes [again]. 

 

OUR JOB AS THE CHURCH IS TO GROW 

OTHER UP 

 

YOU CAN’T GROW UP IF…. 

You don’t have a full understanding & knowledge 

of God’s Truth 
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ACTS 18:24-28 

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of 

Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an 

eloquent and cultured man, and well versed in the 

[Hebrew] Scriptures. 25 This man had been 

instructed in the way of the Lord, and being 

spiritually impassioned, he was speaking and 

teaching accurately the things about Jesus, 

though he knew only the baptism of John; 26 and 

he began to speak boldly and fearlessly in the 

synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard 

him, they took him aside and explained more 

accurately to him the way of God [and the full 

story of the life of Christ]. 27 And when Apollos 

wanted to go across to Achaia (southern 

Greece), the brothers encouraged him and wrote 

to the disciples, [urging them] to welcome him 

gladly. When he arrived, he was a great help to 

those who, through grace, had believed and had 

followed Jesus as Lord and Savior, 28 for he 

powerfully refuted the Jews in public discussions, 

proving by the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ 

(the Messiah, the Anointed). 

 

YOU CAN’T GROW UP IF…. 

You are not doctrinally sound 

 

EPHESIANS 4:14 

So that we are no longer children [spiritually 

immature], tossed back and forth [like ships on a 

stormy sea] and carried about by every wind of 

[shifting] doctrine, by the cunning and trickery of 

[unscrupulous] men, by the deceitful scheming of 

people ready to do anything [for personal profit]. 
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YOU CAN’T GROW UP IF…. 

There is jealousy and quarreling 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-3 

However, brothers and sisters, I could not talk to 

you as to spiritual people, but [only] as to worldly 

people [dominated by human 

nature], mere infants [in the new life] in Christ! 2 I fed 

you with milk, not solid food; for you were not yet 

able to receive it. Even now you are still not 

ready. 3 You are still worldly [controlled by 

ordinary impulses, the sinful capacity]. For as long 

as there is jealousy and strife and discord among 

you, are you not unspiritual, and are you not 

walking like ordinary men [unchanged by faith]? 

 

YOU CAN’T GROW UP IF…. 

You are living an evil lifestyle 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 14:20 

Brothers and sisters, do not be children [immature, 

childlike] in your thinking; be infants in [matters of] 

evil [completely innocent and inexperienced], but 

in your minds be mature [adults]. 

 

YOU CAN’T GROW UP IF…. 

There is an inability to understand deeper truths 

 

HEBREWS 5:12-14 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers 

[because of the time you have had to learn these 

truths], you actually need someone to teach you 

again the elementary principles of God’s word 

[from the beginning], and you have come to 

be continually in need of milk, not solid 

food. 13 For everyone who lives on milk is 

[doctrinally inexperienced and] unskilled in the 
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word of righteousness, since he is 

a spiritual infant. 14 But solid food is for the 

[spiritually] mature, whose senses are trained by 

practice to distinguish between what is morally 

good and what is evil. 

 

So, how do you grow? 
 

BY STUDYING GOD’S WORD 

So put aside every trace of malice and all deceit 

and hypocrisy and envy and all 

slander and hateful speech; 2 like newborn babies 

[you should] long for the pure milk of the word, so 

that by it you may be nurtured and grow in 

respect to salvation [its ultimate fulfillment], 3 if in 

fact you have [already] tasted the 

goodness and gracious kindness of the Lord.   1 

Peter 2:1-3 

 

BY INCREASING YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF 

GOD 
 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the 

Lord [displaying admirable character, moral 

courage, and personal integrity], to [fully] 

please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good 

work and steadily growing in the knowledge of 

God [with deeper faith, clearer insight and fervent 

love for His precepts];   Colossians 1:10 

 

BY DEEPENING YOUR FAITH 

until we all reach oneness in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God, [growing spiritually] 

to become a mature believer, reaching to the 

measure of the fullness of Christ [manifesting His 

spiritual completeness and exercising our spiritual 

gifts in unity]. 

Ephesians 4:13 
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BY SHOWING LOVE 

But speaking the truth in love [in all things—both 

our speech and our lives expressing His truth], let 

us grow up in all things into Him [following His 

example] who is the Head—Christ. 16 From Him the 

whole body [the church, in all its various parts], 

joined and knitted firmly together by what every 

joint supplies, when each part is working properly, 

causes the body to grow and mature, building 

itself up in [unselfish] love.  Ephesians 4:15-16 

 

BY DEVELOPING CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 

For this very reason, applying your diligence [to 

the divine promises, make every effort] in 

[exercising] your faith to, develop moral 

excellence, and in moral excellence, knowledge 

(insight, understanding), 6 and in your knowledge, 

self-control, and in your self-control, steadfastness, 

and in your steadfastness, godliness, 7 and 

in your godliness, brotherly affection, and 

in your brotherly affection, [develop Christian] love 

[that is, learn to unselfishly seek the best for others 

and to do things for their benefit]. 8 For as 

these qualities are yours and are increasing [in 

you as you grow toward spiritual maturity], they will 

keep you from being useless and unproductive in 

regard to the true knowledge and greater 

understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

2 Peter 1:5-8 

 

BY GROWING & BEARING FRUIT 

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He 

takes away; and every branch that continues to 

bear fruit, He [repeatedly] prunes, so that it will 

bear more fruit [even richer and finer fruit].    

John 15:2 
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BY GROWING & BEARING FRUIT 

Remain in Me, and I [will remain] in you. Just as no 

branch can bear fruit by itself without remaining in 

the vine, neither can you [bear fruit, producing 

evidence of your faith] unless you remain in Me. 5 I 

am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who 

remains in Me and I in him bears much fruit, 

for [otherwise] apart from Me [that is, cut off from 

vital union with Me] you can do nothing.   John 

15:4-5 

 

BY GROWING & BEARING FRUIT 

You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you 

and I have 

appointed and placed and purposefully planted 

you, so that you would go and bear 

fruit and keep on bearing, and that your fruit will 

remain and be lasting, so that whatever you ask 

of the Father in My name [as My 

representative] He may give to you.   John 15:16 

 

GROWING OF THIS NATURE MUST BE MORE 

FOCUSED & THAT IS WHY YOU BEING A 

PART OF & INVESTING IN A SMALL GROUP 

OF BELIEVERS IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE 

MODEL OF DISCIPLESHIP 

 

IT IS IN THE Transparent Fellowship THAT THE 

FOUNDATION OF YOUR FAITH IS BUILT 

 

 
 



23 | P a g e  
 

THEN, IT IS IN THE Faith Forward Fellowship 

THAT YOU CAN GET SPECIALIZED 

TEACHING, GO EVEN DEEPER & PRACTICE 

WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN LEARNING 

 
 

THEN, ONCE IN AWHILE YOU CELEBRATE & 

WHAT’S MORE FUN THAN A                                                    

Festival.  THIS MIGHT BE DONE QUARTERLY 

WHERE EVERYONE CONTRIBUTES TO CREAE 

THIS AMAZING EXPERIENCE ALL TOGETHER –  

 
 

I WANT TO FINISH THIS LESSON BY 

LOOKING AT ALL OF THE WAYS THE 

CHURCH IS DESCRIBED IN SCRIPTURE… 

 

HOW’S THE CHURCH DESCRIBED IN 

SCRIPTURE? 

 

GOD’S FIELD, GOD’S BUILDING 

For we are God’s fellow workers [His servants 

working together]; you are God’s cultivated field 

[His garden, His vineyard], God’s building. 

1 Corinthians 3:9 

 

THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit who is within you, whom you have 

[received as a gift] from God, and that you are 

not your own [property]? 

1 Corinthians 6:19 
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A PURE VIRGIN 
 I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy 

because I have promised you to one 

husband, to present you as a pure virgin to 

Christ. 

2 Corinthians 11:2 

 

THE JERUSALEM THAT IS ABOVE, THE ISRAEL 

OF GOD 

 

THE BODY OF CHRIST 

And He put all things [in every realm] in subjection 

under Christ’s feet, and appointed Him as 

[supreme and authoritative] head over all things in 

the church, 23 which is His Body, the fullness of 

Him who fills and completes all things in all 

[believers].  

Ephesians 1:22-23 

 

A HOLY TEMPLE 

having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as 

the [chief] Cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole 

structure is joined together, and it continues [to 

increase] growing into a holy temple in the Lord 

[a sanctuary dedicated, set apart, and sacred to 

the presence of the Lord].  

Ephesians 2:20-21 

 

A BRIDE OF CHRIST 

Revelation 9:17  

Let us rejoice and shout for joy! Let us give Him 

glory and honor, for the marriage of the Lamb 

has come [at last] and His bride (the 

redeemed) has prepared herself. 
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PRESENT WITHOUT SPOT OR WRINKLE 

 26…. just as Christ also loved the church and 

gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might 

sanctify the church, having cleansed her by the 

washing of water with the word [of God], 27 so that 

[in turn] He might present the church to Himself in 

glorious splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing; but that she would be holy [set apart 

for God] and blameless.   

Ephesians 5:27 

 

REVELATION 22:17 

The [Holy] Spirit and the bride (the church, 

believers) say, “Come.” And let the one who 

hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty 

come; let the one who wishes take and drink the 

water of life without cost. 

 

A CHOSEN PEOPLE 

A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD 

A HOLY NATION 

A PEOPLE BELONGING TO GOD 

1 PETER 2:9 

 

THE FLOCK OF GOD 

shepherd and guide and protect the flock of 

God among you, exercising oversight not under 

compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will 

of God; and not [motivated] for shameful gain, but 

with wholehearted enthusiasm; 

1 Peter 5:2 

 

THE WIFE OF THE LAMB 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven 

bowls filled with the seven final plagues came and 

spoke with me, saying, “Come here, I will show 

you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he 
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carried me away in the Spirit to a vast and lofty 

mountain, and showed me the holy (sanctified) 

city of Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 

God, 

Revelation 21:9-10 

 

JESUS IS COMING BACK FOR HIS CHURCH & 

HE HAS GIVEN US A VERY CLEAR PICTURE OF 

WHAT HE EXPECTS WHEN HE RETURNS. HE 

SPOKE A PARABLE THAT WHEN STUDIED 

SHOULD CAUSE EVERYONE OF US TO 

PAUSE, TO EVALUATE & IF NECESSARY, TO 

REPENT 

 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten 

virgins, who took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2 Five of them were 

foolish [thoughtless, silly, and careless], and five 

were wise [far-sighted, practical, and 

sensible]. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, 

they did not take any [extra] oil with them, 4 but 

the wise took flasks of oil along with their 

lamps. 5 Now while the bridegroom was delayed, 

they all began to nod off, and they fell 

asleep. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! 

The bridegroom [is coming]! Go out to 

meet him.’  7 Then all those virgins got up and put 

their own lamps in order [trimmed the wicks and 

added oil and lit them]. 8 But the 

foolish virgins said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 

your oil, because our lamps are going out.’ 9 But 

the wise replied, ‘No, otherwise there will not be 

enough for us and for you, too; go instead to the 

dealers and buy oil for yourselves.’ 10 But while 

they were going away to buy oil, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went in with him 
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to the wedding feast; and the door was shut and 

locked.  
11 Later the others also came, and said, ‘Lord, 

Lord, open [the door] for us.’ 12 But He replied, ‘I 

assure you and most solemnly say to you, I do not 

know you [we have no relationship].’ 13 Therefore, 

be on the alert [be prepared and ready], for you 

do not know the day nor the hour [when the Son 

of Man will come].  

MATTHEW 25:1-13 

 

THERE IS NO PLAN B 

WE ARE GOD’S INSTRUMENT FOR 

ADVANCING HIS KINGDOM 

ARE YOU SITTING ON THE SIDELINES RIGHT 

NOW?  OR ARE YOU PREPARING YOURSELF 

TO BE READY FOR WHEN HE RETURNS?  
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GOING DEEPER 

 

ON PAGES 12 AND 13 THERE IS A LIST OF HOW TRUE FELLOWSHIP IS 

EXPRESSED IN OUR ACTIONS AND WHAT WE HAVE BEEN COMMANDED TO 

DO THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE.  Pick 4 different areas, look up the Scriptures 

and identify whether it is Global, Local or Both.  If it is “local” can you identify 

how it would operate best in the Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3 of the Church. 

 

Area of Study:      , Scripture:      

              

              

              

               

 Global  Local   Level 1  Level 2  Level 3   or Both  

 

Area of Study:      , Scripture:      

              

              

              

               

 Global  Local   Level 1  Level 2  Level 3   or Both  

 

Area of Study:      , Scripture:      

              

              

              

               

 Global  Local   Level 1  Level 2  Level 3   or Both  

 

Area of Study:      , Scripture:      

              

              

              

               

 Global  Local   Level 1  Level 2  Level 3   or Both  
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Now that you have completed this lesson:   
• Briefly give a definition of your Biblical stance for your belief.   

• Write down 3 specific places in Scripture that clearly states your understanding. 

 

As defined by the Bible, Church [Global & Local] is       

              

              

              

               

 

Scripture that supports this statement is: 

               

 

 
NOTE:  YOU MAY FIND THAT YOUR UNDERSTANDING WILL GO DEEPER AS YOU MOVE THROUGH THE 

FOLLOWING LESSONS.  FEEL FREE TO REVAMP & ADD TO YOUR STATEMENTS AS YOU GROW SPIRITUALLY 

MATURE. 

 


